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ENRD’s Honors Attorneys receive incredible litigation experience as incoming trial attorneys to the Division.

Hit the Ground Running

The Honors Attorneys in recent years have gained substantial litigation experience working on numerous cases with various client agencies, preparing fact and expert witnesses and appearing in court on behalf of the United States. Statistics on the litigation experience ENRD’s classes of 2018-2020 Honors Attorneys received to date include the following:
· 
· 89% have served as lead counsel on a case 
· 67% have worked closely with expert witnesses
· 43% taken or defended a deposition
· 67% have done an oral argument before a court 
· 67% have participated in a settlement negotiation
· 22% have participated in a mediation

A Place to Grow

Our Honors Attorneys continue to gain valuable litigation experience during their time at ENRD. 
Examples of recent Honors Attorneys’ experiences include:
		
· In their first six months on the job, a 2020 Honors Attorney in the Land Acquisition Section defended the deposition of the United States’ expert in a high profile case
· A 2019 Honors Attorney in the Appellate Section has done oral arguments before a court in person, by telephone, and by video conference in just 18 months.
· A 2018 Honors Attorney served as lead counsel on a preliminary injunction case, which required them to coordinate with two expert witnesses and compile their declarations, draft the PI briefs, and prepare for a full-day evidentiary hearing where they made the opening statement, defended the United States’ primary expert, cross-examined the other side’s expert, and delivered the closing argument.
· A 2019 Honors Attorney in the Environmental Enforcement Section attended a site visit with the United States’ hired experts for a case in active litigation, thereby gaining critical context for the alleged violations and a better understanding of the appropriate injunctive relief for that case.
· In their first year, a 2020 Honors Attorney in the Environmental Defense Section received invaluable experience and mentoring when they were assigned to work with an experienced attorney on a large, discovery-intensive case on a compressed timeframe where multiple federal agencies were involved. Learning how to efficiently conduct document review, work with expert witnesses, prepare for, take, defend depositions, and draft motions in limine led to greater confidence and better strategic thinking for cases where they are lead counsel.
A Culture of Inclusion

ENRD’s Honors Attorneys come from diverse backgrounds and attend law schools from all over the country.  In the past five years, from 2016-2020, our 53 Honors Attorneys graduated from the following schools:

	American University
Catholic University
George Washington
Georgetown
Harvard
Howard
Lewis and Clark
Loyola University (Chicago)
NYU
Ohio State
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	Stanford
Stetson University
UC – Berkeley
UC – Davis
UC – Hastings 
UC – Irvine
University of Colorado
University of Denver
University of Florida
University of Hawaii
University of Houston	
	University of Indiana
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of Montana
University of North Texas
University of Texas
Vermont Law
Willamette University
Yale




For employment beginning in the fall of 2022, the Honors Attorney Program application period opens on July 31, 2021, and closes on September 8, 2021. More details are on DOJ’s website, https://www.justice.gov/legal-careers/entry-level-attorneys.
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